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Deutsche Forschungsgemeinschatft e.V.

T Funding

- - knowledge-driven
research

Germany’s largest
Independent research e
funding organisation

3.9 € billion annual budget

DFG members
99 leading universities,

non-university research %
Institutions, scientific

associations, academies

Researchers have
the majority

In decision-making
committees

DFG

DFG’s Independence

guarantees academic
freedom

Independent association
under private law



DFG Areas of Action

Funding Knowledge-Driven Research

The DFG selects and funds high-quality research
and enables fair, science-led competition

Strategic (Funding) Initiatives

The DFG adopts strategic funding initiatives to
support specific research fields or to respond to
acute research needs

Shaping Conditions & Standards

The DFG helps shape sound conditions and
standards of academic research, e.g. for Early
Career Researchers


http://www.dfg.de/en/dfg_profile/about_the_dfg/what_is_the_dfg

The Concept of Knowledge-Driven Research Funding

ﬁﬁ{?

Funding

Knowledge-
Driven
Research

Any discipline, any topic, any time

Wide variety of project and cooperation formats

All career stages after the PhD, promoting
early career researchers

Transparent, anti-bias review process



Deutsche Forschungsgemeinschatft e.V. 8

Who is eligible to apply
for DFG funding?

Researchers

...who have completed their
scientific training,
l.e. who hold a doctorate*

...who (would like to) work
In Germany

*earliest date: upon submission to the examinaji{e]gReliilels]



Deutsche Forschungsgemeinschatft e.V. 9

30.500
Individual Projects

DFG Funding
2024

993
Coordinated projects

GM 3.98Billion €
= Budget for research projects



http://www.dfg.de/en/dfg_profile/facts_figures/statistics
https://www.dfg.de/en/about-us/about-the-dfg/annual-report
https://www.dfg.de/en/about-us/about-the-dfg/annual-report
https://www.dfg.de/en/about-us/about-the-dfg/annual-report
https://www.dfg.de/en/about-us/about-the-dfg/annual-report
https://www.dfg.de/en/about-us/about-the-dfg/annual-report
https://www.dfg.de/en/about-us/about-the-dfg/annual-report
https://www.dfg.de/en/about-us/about-the-dfg/annual-report
https://www.dfg.de/en/about-us/about-the-dfg/annual-report
https://www.dfg.de/en/about-us/about-the-dfg/annual-report

DFG Funding Portfolio

Research funding by programme
for 2025 (in Mio. € und %)

1,5%

0,1%

8,9%
10,8%\ ‘

©
=

0,3%

7,8%

23,4% 5,2%

6,1%

35,8%

® Individual Grants: 1.373,0 Mio. €

® Research Units: 235,0 Mio. €

® Priority Programmes: 200,9 Mio. €

® Collaborative Research Centers: 897,1 Mio. €

B Research Training Groups: 298,2 Mio. €

® Research Impulses: 12,9 Mio. €

® DFG Research Centers: 5,0 Mio. €
Excellence Strategy: 413,3 Mio. €

® [nfrastructure funds: 342,9 Mio. €

® Prizes, Other: 57,7 Mio. €

10



The DFG Funding Portfolio

DFG Funding
by Subject Area (in €m) in 2025

78 148

285

123

164,/ — 419

156/
126

365/ \
856

243/ 71

Humanities
Social and Behavioural Sciences
Biology
Medicine

. Agriculture, Forestry and Veterinary
Chemistry
Physics

) Mathematics

B Geosciences

Mechanical and Industrial Engineering
Thermal Engineering/Process Engineering
" Materials Science and Engineering

. Computer Science, Systems & Electrical Engineering

B Construction Engineering and Architecture
B Without subject classification



The DFG Funding Portfolio

Funding rates* in the individual grants programmes by scientific discipline
2022 to 2025 (in %)

40 %

36,6
33,8
32,0 31,6 31,5 32,2 32,2 33,2
' ’ 30,3 30,3 30,2 29,5 29,3
28,7 ’ ’
27,7 27,8
27,0 259 26,9
’ 24,5
- - ] ] II
0y =EEE I IR R
2023 2024 2025
Humanities and Social Sciences m |ife Sciences
® Natural Sciences ® Engeneering Sciences

® Yearly Average

* The funding rate (or success rate) was calculated by dividing the number of awards by the number of proposals reviewed.
Source: New Individual grants



Your grant.
Your research.
Your career
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www.dfg

DFG Funding for Early Career Researchers



DFG Funding for Early Career Researchers - Overview

Tailored funding programmes for every career phase

Walter Benjamin
Programme

Ve
first-stage, recognised, not yet
PhD researcher independent postdoc

] p \
(b -
e

&
Emmy Noether Heisenberg
Programme Programme

Individual Research Grant
with Temporary Position for Pl

14



DFG Funding for Early Career Researchers 15

What?

Position for (post-)doctoral researchers at
universities and research institutes in Germany

Position In a

DFG-funded project How long?

Depends on the scope of the project,
typically three years

Where to apply?

Directly to the project’s PI
(person who receives funding through DFG)

(€ GEPRIS

Geforderte Projekte der DFG

Where to search?
https://gepris.dfg.de



https://gepris.dfg.de/

DFG Funding for Early Career Researchers

Tailored funding programmes for every career phase

Walter Benjamin
Programme

Ve
first-stage, recognised, not yet
PhD researcher independent postdoc

2p
(b -
: "

&
Emmy Noether Heisenberg
Programme Programme

Individual Research Grant
with Temporary Position for Pl

16



® Individual Research Grant
‘\ /. Incl. Temporary Position for the
@- ‘ -9 Principal Investigator
¥i®

(Sachbeihilfe inkl. Eigener Stelle)




DFG Funding for Early Career Researchers 18

Individual Research Grant

Individual Research Grant

To conduct a thematically ... of high scientific quality
and time-limited research and originality.

project...

Funds: everything needed for the
project. If necessary:

Temporary Position for Principal
Investigator = ,Eigene Stelle”

Funding for up to three years

Employment through host
Institution

Host institution of your choice
In Germany


https://www.dfg.de/en/research-funding/funding-opportunities/programmes/individual/research-grants

DFG Funding for Early Career Researchers

Walter Benjamin
Programme

Ve
first-stage, recognised, not yet
PhD researcher independent postdoc

Emmy Noether
Programme

Individual Research Grant
with Temporary Position for Pl

i

{ ~
, \
A &

Heisenberg

Programme

19



Walter
Benjamin
Programme




Walter Benjamin Programme

Mobility
Move to a new
research institution

Autonomy
Conduct your own
research project

Experience
career support

<

21

Come to/stay in Germany

or go abroad — or both



Walter Benjamin Programme

Funding for up to two years

Abroad or in Germany
— or combining stays at different places

In Germany: Position at host institution

+ allowance for direct project costs (250€/month)

Abroad: Fellowship (2.187€/month)

+ allowance for direct project costs (312€/month)
+ further allowances for cost of living, purchase
power equalisation, children (if applicable)

- Use the award calculator

Funding Scope

22


https://www.dfg.de/en/research-funding/funding-opportunities/programmes/individual/research-fellowships/calculator
https://www.dfg.de/en/research-funding/funding-opportunities/programmes/individual/research-fellowships/calculator

Walter Benjamin Fellowships

Destinations for Research Fellowships Abroad 2025

other 27 countries
Austria (12) (63)

ltaly (15)

Denmark (16)
Sweden (18)

Australia (18)

France (24) USA (303)

Netherlands (30)

Switzerland (37)

Canada (42)

Great Britain (75)



WBP versus the Programme , Individual Research Grant*

Commonalities

Differences

Temporary Positions for Principle
Investigators
(Individual Research Grant)

Walter Benjamin Position

Enables the realisation of research projects in Germany that are limited in time and topic

Focus on project

All career phases after the doctorate
Independent project management
Mobility not condition for eligibility

Funding period generally 3 years
(extension option)

Possibility of a stay abroad for one third
of the funding period

Focus on applicant

Exclusively early career phase after doctorate
“Mentored” research

Mobility required

Funding period max. 2 years (extension only in
exceptional cases)

Possibility of a stay abroad for a maximum of 3
months

24



DFG Funding for Early Career Researchers

3,

'}

Walter Benjamin Emmy Noether Heisenberg
Programme Programme Programme

/
/

R1 R2

first-stage, recognised, not yet
PhD researcher independent postdoc

Individual Research Grant

with Temporary Position

25



Emmy
Noether -
Programme *




Emmy Noether Programme

Funding Aims

Path to early academic independence
and...

... qualification for professorial
appointment

... by leading one’s own independent
junior research group

27



Emmy Noether Programme

Outstanding research profile

2-4 years of postdoctoral experience

Excellent research project

Substantial international research experience

Requirements

28



DFG Funding for Early Career Researchers

Funding scope

Employment in junior group
leader position at host institution
(E15 TV-L scheme or tenure
track professorship)

Funding for your own
Junior Research Group

Flexible funds for

Funding for six years staff, consumables, travel...

Host institution in Germany
— name more than one in your
proposal — negotiate

Family allowance possible



Emmy Noether Programme

Number of Running Emmy Noether Groups by Discipline

2022-2025

2022

2023

2024

2025

100 200 300 400 500
Humanities and Social Sciences m Life Sciences

® Natural Sciences ® Engineering Sciences

600



Emmy Noether Programme

emm
Nnoeth

&

Emmy Noether
Jahrestreffen

Yearly Meeting of
Grantees & Alumni
In Potsdam

31



DFG Funding for Early Career Researchers 32

3,

Walter Benjamin Emmy Noether Heisenberg
Programme Programme Programme

& © . R Re
first-stage recognised, not yet

R1
Individual Research Grant
with Temporary Position




Heisenberg
Programme




Heisenberg Programme

Enabling outstanding researchers...

...who are eligible for professorial
appointment...

...1o prepare for a senior academic role...

...while continuing their research.

Aims &
Requirements

34



Heisenberg Programme

Funding for up to five years

Funding options:
fellowship | position | professorship

Additional flexible funding €1,000 or €312
per month

Can be combined with a research grant
proposal

Funding

35



Heisenberg Programme 36
e I B

Number of Heisenberg-Grantees by Discipline in 2025

Humanities and Social Sciences

m Life Sciences

® Natural Sciences

® Engeneering Sciences

Heisenberg Programme (413)



DFG Funding for Early Career Researchers

3,

Walter Benjamin
Programme

3

’\.
L
s\ &

Emmy Noether Heisenberg
Programme Programme

R1 ’_\ R2
first-stage, recognised, not yet
PhD researcher independent postdoc

S

Individual Research Grant

with Temporary Position

37



DFG Funding for Early Career Researchers

Numbers of Proposals and Success Rates* in Programmes for ECR
(aggregated; 2022 to 2025)

Number of proposals

8000

7000

6000

5000

4000

3000

2000

1000

0

6415

® 25,5%

1638

©40,8%

1203
491

Temporary Position Walter Benjamin

/ Eigene Stelle (SBH)

Programme
(Position;
in Germany)

® 64,5%

1472
949

Walter Benjamin
Programme

(Fellowship;
abroad)

1693
®17,0%

288

I

Emmy Noether
Programme

® 34,3%

840

288
I
Heisenberg
Programme

- 40%

- 30%

- 80%

- 70%

- 60%

- 50%

Success rate

- 20%

- 10%

- 0%

Decided
Proposals

m Approved
Proposals

® Success
Rate

38




From Submission to Decision



Equity & Diversity 40

DFG - Deutsche Forschungsgemeinschaft - Standard Allowance

Support for equity and diversity in DFG funding

Standard allowance for E&D All Positions funded through
e lump sum requested at the time of DFG in Germany
proposal submission; « Bundeselterngeld- und Elternzeit-

» flexible, e.g. for awareness-raising on
diversity topics, career mentoring for
women, student assistant support for
parents, ...

» Available to all project staff

gesetz (BEEG)
Individual solutions (e.g., part-time,

temporary pauses) in consultation
with the DFG head office

Walter Benjamin fellowship
« Child allowance

Emmy Noether programme

» 4-year deadline extended for

. Fel_lowship extension | caregiving or illness
» Reimbursement of childcare costs - |f applicable, family allowance for

e Combination of measures Emmy Noether group leaders



https://www.dfg.de/en/basics-topics/basics-and-principles-of-funding/equal-opportunities/applicants-funding-recipients/standard-allowance
https://www.dfg.de/en/basics-topics/basics-and-principles-of-funding/equal-opportunities/applicants-funding-recipients/standard-allowance
https://www.dfg.de/en/basics-topics/basics-and-principles-of-funding/equal-opportunities/applicants-funding-recipients/standard-allowance
https://www.dfg.de/en/basics-topics/basics-and-principles-of-funding/equal-opportunities/applicants-funding-recipients/standard-allowance
https://www.dfg.de/en/basics-topics/basics-and-principles-of-funding/equal-opportunities/applicants-funding-recipients/standard-allowance
https://www.dfg.de/en/basics-topics/basics-and-principles-of-funding/equal-opportunities/applicants-funding-recipients/standard-allowance

From Submission to Decision

<

Proposal Contents

What is the knowledge gap you would like to fill?

Why are the expected results novel and relevant?

Who is going to do what? Why?
What's your concrete, realistic and feasible plan
to answer your research question?

How are you going to manage setbacks? What's
your plan b?

Why are you the right person to successfully
manage this project?

Why is the host institution ideal for your project?

41




Preparing your proposal

Carefully read and follow the guidelines and
proposal instructions

Decide on the proposal language:
English or German

Necessary information can be found
on the DFG website

Questions? Ask for support

Preparing your
proposal

42



Preparing your proposal

43

Questions? Ask for help

On Eligibility

procedures-researchcareers@dfg.de

On General Topics

info-researchcareers@dfg.de

On Equity & Diversity

chancengleichheit@dfg.de

With a Subject-Specific Focus

https://www.dfg.de/en/about-us/head-office/programme-contacts



mailto:procedures-researchcareers@dfg.de
mailto:procedures-researchcareers@dfg.de
mailto:procedures-researchcareers@dfg.de
mailto:info-researchcareers@dfg.de
mailto:info-researchcareers@dfg.de
mailto:info-researchcareers@dfg.de
mailto:chancengleichheit@dfg.de
mailto:chancengleichheit@dfg.de
https://www.dfg.de/en/about-us/head-office/programme-contacts
https://www.dfg.de/en/about-us/head-office/programme-contacts
https://www.dfg.de/en/about-us/head-office/programme-contacts
https://www.dfg.de/en/about-us/head-office/programme-contacts
https://www.dfg.de/en/about-us/head-office/programme-contacts
https://www.dfg.de/en/about-us/head-office/programme-contacts
https://www.dfg.de/en/about-us/head-office/programme-contacts
https://www.dfg.de/en/about-us/head-office/programme-contacts

From Submission to Decision 44

Follow the DFG CV Template

Include qualifications, engagement
& awards

also: organization of scientific meetings,
review activities etc.

Mention time away from research
Preparing your CV Relating e.g. to family, illness or

dependent care; no details required

List your most important scientific
contributions

Comment on your own contribution to a
publication / study / database / software



https://www.dfg.de/de/formulare-53-200-elan-246806

From Submission to Decision: Grant Budget 45

No upper limits

Needs to be realistic and justified by the project

DFG funds only supplemental, project-specific
needs (vs. existing resources at your institution)

Seek advice from other grant applicants,
recipients, institutions

Average personnel rates on DFG website

{4
&
¢



Before submission

111

46

Put yourself in the reviewers shoes

Consult the “General Guidelines for the Written

Review” for reviewers

Seek honest criticism from
colleagues

Plan on a feasible timeline
on average, the time to decision is approx. six
months

Inform DFG Head Office

in case a conflict of interest or competitive
scenario exists


https://www.dfg.de/de/formulare-10-20-246348
https://www.dfg.de/de/formulare-10-20-246348

From Submission to Decision

Submitting your proposal via elan

DF Deutsche
Forschungsgemeinschaft

Anmeldung / Login

E-Mail Adresse /
Email address:

Kennwort /
Password:

Sprache wahlen / ® Deutsch
Select language: (O English

Save email address:




From Submission to Decision: The Evaluation Process 48

Notification

( ) decision letter with
reviewers’ comments

Decision | Interdisciplinary
Joint committee comparison

Elected scientists of
one subject area

Comparative
evaluation of .
Proposals & reviews Evaluation l Review criteria

Priority based on Review board * Project’s quality

corpparison & * Objectives &
funding volume work programme
e Applicant’s

Wri . gualification
ritten review * Work & research

Reviewers environment
e Budget

formality check - . Prpgrgmme-specific
Proposal submission (elan portal) criteria
—/

DFG head office




From Submission to Decision: The Decision-Making Process

49 Review Boards

Elections every four years
by the community of

~ 150,000 researchers in
Germany

(ﬂ FACHKOLLEGIENWAHL
DY 2027 DFG




After the notification

Comparatively low expected

gain of knowledge

Missing / unconvincing
 Focus
* Proof-of-concept
 Hypotheses

Doubts about the applicant’s
expertise

Concerns regarding the
feasibility of the planned project

Open guestions regarding the
work plan / not enough detail

50




After the notification 51

Don’t be discouraged

Unfortunately, the majority of proposals
cannot be funded.

In case your proposal

Is not successful... Take the reviewers’s comments
seriously, but not personally

Consider the reviewers’s comments

They might give you some pointers for
reworking and resubmitting your proposal

Consult the DFG Head Office
If you need advice or feel treated unfairly




After the notification... 52

Congratulations!

Download the decision letter; project
starts with first request for funds (within

In case your proposal 12 months after decision)
IS successful...

Contact us at an early stage

For location or personal changes,
family situation, extensions etc..

Final report

Due three months after project end.
Obligation to submit a report.




More questions?
info@researchcareers@dfg.de )
e R T . A Orientation for early-career researchers: PROSPECTS
e ol www.dfg.de/research careers -

M s 6 Proposal Submission — A How-To Guide:
Rt ' . ' . .de/en/research funding/individual

GEPRIS — database with all DFG-funded projects:

gepris.dfg.de/en

X | _ _ - Profiles of 25,000 German research institutes:
- o B — ' WWWw.gerit.org

Deutsche Y :
DF eutsche O] Instagram | dfg__public ° Youtube | @DFGbewegt

Bluesky | @dfg.de @ Mastodon | @dfg_public

Forschungsgemeinschaft E

LinkedIn | Deutsche Forschungsgemeinschaft
(DFG) — German Research Foundation

www.dfg.de



https://de.linkedin.com/company/deutsche-forschungsgemeinschaft
https://bsky.app/profile/dfg.de
https://www.instagram.com/dfg__public/?hl=de
https://wisskomm.social/@dfg_public
https://www.youtube.com/@DFGbewegt
https://wisskomm.social/@dfg_public
mailto:info@researchcareers@dfg.de
http://www.dfg.de/research_careers
http://www.dfg.de/en/research_funding/individual_grants_programmes
http://www.dfg.de/en/research_funding/individual_grants_programmes
https://gepris.dfg.de/gepris/OCTOPUS?language=en
https://gepris.dfg.de/gepris/OCTOPUS?language=en
http://www.gerit.org/
https://www.dfg.de/en/research-funding/funding-opportunities/research-careers/info-talks
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