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Disclaimer: The English translation of this document is provided for informational purposes. 

In the event of a discrepancy between the English and the German versions, the German 

text takes precedence. 
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In order to be able to process research funding proposals in a legally secure manner, the 

DFG requires a limited right to use the documents you submit. When submitting a proposal, 

you are therefore asked to grant the DFG the rights required for this purpose. Important: 

We only require the rights that are strictly necessary for the DFG’s purposes. You remain 

free to use your content as you wish. 

The DFG protects applicants’ legitimate interests and sets clear requirements to ensure that 

proposal documents are treated confidentially. In particular, the DFG has issued a guideline 

governing the use of AI systems in the review process which all reviewers and members of 

DFG statutory bodies are required to follow. 

Each time you submit a proposal to the DFG, you as the author of the proposal 

documents grant the DFG a non-exclusive, non-transferable, sublicensable, free-of-

charge right to use the texts and all other copyright-protected content you provide, 

without territorial or time limitations, for the purpose of processing the proposal; this 

right is irrevocable within the limits of the law.  

If you are not the sole author, you confirm that you hold the necessary rights or else 

have the authority to act on behalf of all persons and institutions involved in granting 

these rights to the DFG (e.g. by obtaining the consent of all co-authors). This applies 

in particular if you submit a proposal on behalf of one or more universities, for 

example as the designated spokesperson of a Collaborative Research Centre or 

Transregio. 

The right of use you grant to the DFG is limited in scope to acts associated with the 

administration, review and evaluation of the proposal and the funding decision. This 

includes necessary reproductions and disclosures to third parties (reviewers, members of 

DFG statutory bodies), guideline-compliant processing in AI systems by the DFG Head 

Office, reviewers and members of DFG statutory bodies, and, in the event of a positive 

funding decision, publication of the proposal abstract and final report abstract in accordance 

with the DFG’s funding guidelines. 

You are only required to submit this declaration once. A renewed declaration may be 

required if legally relevant changes become necessary. 
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