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1. Summary

The Global Bible (GloBil) project aims to critically analyze the British and
German contributions to the creation of a global Bible, i.e. the attempt to
translate the Christian scriptures into all the world's languages. By the early
20th century, parts of the Bible had been translated into around 1,000
languages, including many that previously had no written form. Much of
what we know today about the languages of the global majority is based on
the arduous, often decades-long work of Indigenous translators and
missionary linguists from the colonial era. GloBil aims to open up the
archives of German and British Bible societies uncovering the history of the
global Bible movement and its discovery of global languages.

GlobBil focussed on case studies in the Arctic (Greenlandic), West Africa (Ga
& Ewe), and Australia/ Oceania.

Westminster College Cambridge conference: ‘Translating
Colonialism’, 7-8 November 2024

In partnership with Cambridge University Libraries and The Bible Museum
of the University of Munster, GloBil has run two conferences,
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commissioned Indigenous artists to reflect on the project themes, created a S

searchable map of colonial Bible translations, and will run an exhibition on
the Global Bible in the University of Minster Bible Museum in October

2025. Manfred Wkeng Aseng, drawing

of a missionary journey from
Kaironk in the PNG highlands
(bottom right corner) to Simbai,
Madang, Popendetta and St
Paul’s and St Peter’s cathedral in
Dogura (top right corner).

3. Outputs Ol

Publications are showcased on the GloBil project blog
at University of Bristol and project website at the
University of Miinster.

Kumasi, Ghana workshop: ‘History, Reception and
Dissemination of Mother-Tongue Bibles in (post)Colonial
Ghana’, 2 July 2024.


https://www.lib.cam.ac.uk/research-institute/projects
https://www.uni-muenster.de/en/
https://www.uni-muenster.de/Bibelmuseum/en/museum/index.html
https://globalbible.blogs.bristol.ac.uk/
https://www.uni-muenster.de/Religion-und-Moderne/en/aktuelles/forschung/projekte/projekt_global_bible.html
https://www.manfredwkengaseng.com/



