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Images and Imagination of Impairment
and Disability in the “Hans-Wurtz-Collection”

The value of the largely unknown Wurtz Collection isn't in its
monetary worth or the rarity of its contents. It lies in its scope, its
curatorial vision, and its cultural significance. This is an

unparalleled survey of disabled people across different eras and

societies and strata, depicted in ways that are sometimes faithful,
sometimes exaggerated, sometimes authentic, sometimes

stereotypical. No one—before or since—has created such a

comprehensive visual study of disability. Whether his images
were original or reproduced, Wurtz's work aimed to shift the

conversation from a medicalised view of impairment to a cultural
one. In this, he and his collaborators, including his wife Rosalie,
remain a true inspiration.

Please see www.imagesofdisability.org
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Krysl, PhDr. Veronika Loblova, Ondrej Horsak, PhDr. Helena Bouzkova
MOBILITAT

BETTELKRUPPEL*

KUNSTGESCHICHTE

Our project digitised over 3000 2D
and 3D items. We analysed the

Collection and found that it was
originally comprised of over 7000
items collected between 1910 and
1932 in Berlin during a period of
rising nationalism and ableism.

The Future:

Development of more

exhibitions in the UK, Germany,
, Czech Republic and the USA

Public release of our database
via new grant funding

ZERBRE CHT
DIE KRUCKEN

Contextualisation with other
museum collections

Release of our creative
anthology

Podcasts, documentary,
website

And much more

Images of Disability is a collaborative project made possible through funding from the UK Arts and Humanities
Research Council (AHRC) and the German Research Foundation (DFG) with the support of Teesside University,
Middlesbrough, UK, Humboldt-Universitat zu Berlin, Germany and in partnership with the National Medical
Library, Prague, Czech Republic and the Jedlicka Institute and Schools, Prague, Czech Republic with thanks to
DOX Centre for Contemporary Art without whom this project would not have been possible.
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