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1 Binding letter of intent as advance notification of a full renewal proposal 

☑ Binding letter of intent (required as advance notification for renewal 

proposals in 2024) 

2  Formal details 

● Name of the consortium 

Consortium for the social, behavioural, educational and economic sciences in 

NFDI 

● Acronym of the consortium 

KonsortSWD 

Applicant institution and Spokesperson 

● Applicant institution 

GESIS - Leibniz-Institute for the Social Sciences 

Christof Wolf, President 

● Spokesperson 

Christof Wolf, christof.wolf@gesis.org, GESIS 

 Co-Applicant institutions 

● Co-applicant institution 

DIPF – Leibniz-Institut für Bildungsforschung und Bildungsinformation, Rostocker 

Straße 6, 60323 Frankfurt am Main, 

Kai Maaz, Susanne Boomkamp-Dahmen 

 

● Co-applicant institution 

DZHW – Deutsches Zentrum für Hochschul- und Wissenschaftsforschung, Lange 

Laube 12, 30159 Hannover, 

Monika Jungbauer-Gans, Axel Tscherniak 

 

● Co-applicant institution 

Freie Universität Berlin, Kaiserswerther Straße 16-18, 14195 Berlin, 

Günther M. Ziegler 

 

mailto:christof.wolf@gesis.org
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● Co-applicant institution 

ifo Institut – Leibniz-Institut für Wirtschaftsforschung an der Universität München, 

Poschingerstraße 5, 81679 München, 

Clemens Fuest 

 

● Co-applicant institution 

KIT – Karlsruhe Institute of Technology, Kaiserstraße 12, 76131 Karlsruhe, 

Oliver Kraft 

 

● Co-applicant institution 

LIfBi – Leibniz-Institut für Bildungsverläufe, Wilhelmsplatz 3, 96047 Bamberg, 

Cordula Artelt 

 

● Co-applicant institution 

RWI - Leibniz-Institut für Wirtschaftsforschung, Hohenzollernstraße 1-3, 45128 

Essen, 

Christoph M. Schmidt 

 

● Co-applicant institution 

DIW Berlin – Deutsches Institut für Wirtschaftsforschung, Mohrenstraße 58, 10117 

Berlin, 

Marcel Fratzscher 

 

● Co-applicant institution 

Universität Bremen, Bibliothekstraße 1, 28359 Bremen, 

Jutta Günther 

 

● Co-applicant institution 

Universität Duisburg-Essen Forsthausweg 2, 47057 Duisburg, 

Barbara Albert 

 

● Co-applicant institution 

WZB – Wissenschaftszentrum Berlin für Sozialforschung, Reichpietschufer 50, 

10785 Berlin, 

Jutta Allmendinger, Ursula Noack 
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● Co-applicant institution 

ZBW – Leibniz-Informationszentrum Wirtschaft, Düsternbrooker Weg 120, 24105 

Kiel, 

Klaus Tochtermann 

 

● Co-applicant institution 

ZPID – Leibniz-Institut für Psychologie, Universitätsring 15, 54296 Trier, 

Kai Sassenberg 

Co-spokespersons 

● Co-spokesperson 

Christian Aßmann, christian.assmann@lifbi.de, LIfBi, Bamberg 

 

● Co-spokesperson 

Katarina Blask, kb@leibniz-psychology.org, ZPID, Trier 

 

● Co-spokesperson 

Andreas Blätte, andreas.blaette@uni-due.de, Universität Duisburg-Essen 

 

● Co-spokesperson 

Philipp Breidenbach, Philipp.Breidenbach@rwi-essen.de, RWI, Essen 

 

● Co-spokesperson 

Jan Goebel, jgoebel@diw.de, SOEP at DIW, Berlin 

 

● Co-spokesperson 

Jan Paul Heisig, jan.heisig@wzb.eu, WZB, Berlin 

 

● Co-spokesperson 

Betina Hollstein, betina.hollstein@uni-bremen.de, Universität Bremen 

 

● Co-spokesperson 

Monika Jungbauer-Gans, jungbauer@dzhw.eu, DZHW, Hannover 

 

mailto:christian.assmann@lifbi.de
mailto:kb@leibniz-psychology.org
mailto:andreas.blaette@uni-due.de
mailto:Philipp.Breidenbach@rwi-essen.de
mailto:jgoebel@diw.de
mailto:jan.heisig@wzb.eu
mailto:betina.hollstein@uni-bremen.de
mailto:jungbauer@dzhw.eu
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● Co-spokesperson 

Katja Keller (née Klemm), Katja.Keller@kit.edu, KIT, Karlsruhe 

 

● Co-spokesperson 

Stefan Liebig, stefan.liebig@fu-berlin.de, FU Berlin 

 

● Co-spokesperson 

Claudia Niessner, Claudia.Niessner@kit.edu, KIT, Karlsruhe 

 

● Co-spokesperson 

Marc Rittberger, m.rittberger@dipf.de, DIPF, Frankfurt am Main 

 

● Co-spokesperson 

Klaus Tochtermann, k.tochtermann@zbw.eu, ZBW, Kiel / Hamburg 

 

● Co-spokesperson 

Sebastian Wichert, wichert@ifo.de, ifo, München 

Participant institutions 

● Participant institution 

Archiv für pädagogische Kasuistik (ApaeK), Goethe-Universität Frankfurt, Theodor-

W.-Adorno-Platz 6, 60323 Frankfurt am Main,  

Enrico Schleiff 

 

● Participant institution 

Bundesarchiv – Federal Archives, Potsdamer Straße 1, 56075 Koblenz,  

Michael Hollmann 

● Participant institution 

Deutsches Institut für Erwachsenenbildung Leibniz-Zentrum für Lebenslanges 

Lernen e.V. (DIE), Heinemannstraße 12 – 14, 53175 Bonn,  

Bettina Pröger, Josef Schrader 

 

 

mailto:Katja.Keller@kit.edu
mailto:stefan.liebig@fu-berlin.de
mailto:Claudia.Niessner@kit.edu
mailto:m.rittberger@dipf.de
mailto:k.tochtermann@zbw.eu
mailto:wichert@ifo.de
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● Participant institution 

Economics & Business Data Center (EBDC), Ludwig-Maximilians-Universität 

München (LMU), Geschwister-Scholl-Platz 1, 80539 München, 

Bernd Huber 

 

● Participant institution 

Forschungsdatenzentrum der Bundesagentur für Arbeit im IAB (FDZ BA im IAB), 

Institut für Arbeitsmarkt- und Berufsforschung der Bundesagentur für Arbeit, 

Regensburger Straße 100, 90443 Nürnberg, 

Bernd Fitzenberger  

 

● Participant institution 

Forschungsdatenzentrum am BAMF (BAMF-FDZ), Bundesamt für Migration und 

Flüchtlinge (BAMF), 

Frankenstraße 210, 90461 Nürnberg, 

Hans-Eckhard Sommer 

 

● Participant institution 

Forschungsdatenzentrum BAuA (FDZ-BAuA), Bundesanstalt für Arbeitsschutz und 

Arbeitsmedizin (BAuA), 

Nöldnerstraße 40-42, 10317 Berlin, 

Isabel Rothe 

 

● Participant institution 

Forschungsdatenzentrum im BIBB (BIBB-FDZ), Bundesinstitut für Berufsbildung 

(BIBB), 

Friedrich-Ebert-Allee 114-116, 53113 Bonn, 

Friedrich Hubert Esser 

 

● Participant institution 

FDZ GePaRD (German Pharmacoepidemiological Research Database), Leibniz-

Institut für Präventionsforschung und Epidemiologie – BIPS, Achterstr. 30, 28359 

Bremen, 

Iris Pigeot 
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● Participant institution 

Forschungsdaten- und Servicezentrum (FDSZ) der Bundesbank, Deutsche 

Bundesbank, Postfach 10 06 02, 60006 Frankfurt am Main, 

Joachim Nagel 

 

● Participant institution 

Forschungsdatenzentrum der BZgA (FDZ BZgA), Bundeszentrale für gesundheitliche 

Aufklärung (BZgA) 

Maarweg 149-161, 50825 Köln, 

Johannes Nießen 

 

● Participant institution 

Forschungsdatenzentrum des DJI (FDZ-DJI), Deutsches Jugendinstitut (DJI), 

Nockherstraße 2, 81541 München, 

Sabine Walper 

 

● Participant institution 

Forschungsdatenzentrum des DZA (FDZ-DZA), Deutsches Zentrum für Altersfragen 

(DZA), 

Manfred-von-Richthofen-Straße 2, 12101 Berlin, 

Julia Simonson 

 

● Participant institution 

Forschungsdatenzentrum Deutsches Zentrum für Integration und Migration 

(DeZIM.fdz), Deutsches Zentrum für Integration und Migration (DeZIM), 

Mauerstraße 76, 10117 Berlin, 

Naika Foroutan, Frank Kalter 

 

● Participant institution 

Forschungsdatenzentrum eLabour (FDZ eLabour), eLabour e.V., 

Friedländer Weg 31, 37085 Göttingen, 

Philipp Wieder 

 

● Participant institution 

Internationales Forschungsdatenzentrum des IZA (FDZ IZA, IDSC), 

Forschungsinstitut zur Zukunft der Arbeit GmbH (IZA), 
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Schaumburg-Lippe-Straße 5-9, 53113 Bonn, 

Martin T. Clemens 

 

● Participant institution 

Forschungsdatenzentrum der Hans-Böckler Stiftung am WSI (FDZ WSI), Hans-

Böckler Stiftung, 

Georg-Glock-Straße 18, 40474 Düsseldorf, 

Yasmin Fahimi 

 

● Participant institution 

Forschungsdatenzentrum am IQB (FDZ IQB), Institut zur Qualitätsentwicklung im 

Bildungswesen (IQB), 

Luisenstraße 56, 10117 Berlin, 

Petra Stanat 

 

● Participant institution 

Forschungsdatenzentrum Archiv für Gesprochenes Deutsch am IDS (FDZ AGD), 

Leibniz-Institut für Deutsche Sprache (IDS), 

R5 6-13, 68161 Mannheim, 

Henning Lobin 

 

● Participant institution 

Forschungsdatenzentrum des Leibniz-Institut für Finanzmarktforschung SAFE, 

Leibniz-Institut für Finanzmarktforschung SAFE, 

Theodor-W.-Adorno-Platz 3, 60323 Frankfurt am Main, 

Florian Heider, Muriel Büsser 

● Participant institution 

Forschungsdatenzentrum am IÖR (IÖR-FDZ), Leibniz-Institut für ökologische 

Raumentwicklung e.V. (IÖR), 

Weberplatz 1, 01217 Dresden, 

Marc Wolfram 
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● Participant institution 

Forschungsdatenzentrum des IWH (FDZ-IWH), Leibniz-Institut für 

Wirtschaftsforschung (IWH), 

Kleine Märkerstraße 8, 06108 Halle (Saale), 

Reint E. Gropp 

 

● Participant institution 

Forschungsdatenzentrum im Kraftfahrt-Bundesamt (FDZ im KBA), Kraftfahrt-

Bundesamt, Förderstraße 16, 24944 Flensburg, 

Richard Damm 

 

● Participant institution 

Forschungsdatenzentrum des ZEW (ZEW-FDZ), Leibniz-Zentrum für Europäische 

Wirtschaftsforschung GmbH (ZEW), L7 1, 68161 Mannheim, 

Achim Wambach 

 

● Participant institution 

Forschungsdatenzentrum des Survey of Health, Ageing and Retirement in Europe 

(FDZ-SHARE), SHARE BERLIN Institute, Chausseestraße 111, 10115 Berlin 

David Richter 

 

● Participant institution 

Forschungsdatenzentrum der Rentenversicherung (FDZ-RV), Deutsche 

Rentenversicherung Bund, 10704 Berlin, 

Gundula Roßbach 

 

● Participant institution 

Forschungsdatenzentrum des RKI (FDZ RKI), Robert-Koch-Institut, 

Nordufer 20, 13353 Berlin, 

Lars Schaade 

 

● Participant institution 

Forschungsdatenzentrum der Statistischen Ämter der Länder (FDZ-Länder), 

Statistische Ämter der Länder 

Mauerstraße 51, 40476 Düsseldorf, 

Oliver Heidinger 
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● Participant institution 

Forschungsdatenzentrum des Statistischen Bundesamtes (FDZ-Bund), Statistisches 

Bundesamt, Gustav-Stresemann-Ring 11, 65189 Wiesbaden, 

Ruth Brand 

 

● Participant institution 

Forschungsdatenzentrum Wissenschaftsstatistik des Stifterverbandes (FDZ 

Wissenschaftsstatistik), Stifterverband, Baedekerstraße 1, 45128 Essen, 

Michael Kaschke 

 

● Participant institution 

Forschungsdatenzentrum des Beziehungs- und Familienpanels (FDZ-pairfam) und 

Forschungsdatenbank Lernertexte am Mercator Institut (FD-LEX), Universität zu 

Köln, Albertus-Magnus-Platz, 50923 Köln, 

Karsten Gerlof 

 

● Participant institution 

Forschungsdatenzentrum des Forschungsinstituts Gesellschaftlicher Zusammenhalt 

(FDZ-FGZ), Forschungsinstitut Gesellschaftlicher Zusammenhalt (FGZ) 

Nikolaistraße 6-10, 04109 Leipzig 

Olaf Groh-Samberg 

 

● Participant institution 

Gesellschaft für wissenschaftliche Datenverarbeitung mbH Göttingen (GWDG), 

Burckhardtweg 4, 37077 Göttingen, 

Ramin Yahyapour 

 

● Participant institution 

Leibniz-Institut für Astrophysik Potsdam (AIP), An der Sternwarte 16, 14482 

Potsdam, 

Matthias Steinmetz, Wolfram Rosenbach 

 

● Participant institution 

Helmholtz-Zentrum für Umweltforschung GmbH (UFZ), Permoserstraße 15, 04318 

Leipzig,  

Rolf Altenburger, Sabine König 
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Participant individual 

● Participant individual 

○ Kerstin Schneider, Bergische Universität Wuppertal, Wuppertal 

3 Objectives, work programme and research environment in the second funding 

period 

Research area of the proposed consortium as per DFG1 

● 1.16-01  Social and Cultural Anthropology and Ethnology 

● 1.21  Educational Research 

● 1.22  Psychology 

● 1.23  Social Sciences 

● 1.24  Economics 

● 1.25-05  Criminology 

● 2.22-01  Epidemiology and Medical Biometry/Statistics 

● 2.22-02 Public Heatlh, Healthcare Research, Social and  

  Occupational Medicine 

Concise summary of the consortium’s main objectives and task areas 

The disciplines represented by KonsortSWD deal with socially relevant issues. To address 

these issues, research communities require comprehensive access to innovative data. 

Researchers in the social, behavioural, educational, and economic sciences use diverse 

types of data. In contrast to other disciplines, a large share of research data used in these 

disciplines is generated outside of academia for non-scientific purposes, for example, by 

statistical agencies or in administrative registers. Data are often highly sensitive and have to 

be anonymised. Different legal and ethical restrictions apply and need to be carefully taken 

into account to make data available as research data.  

Despite testament to the opposite, recent adjustments to the legal framework for research 

data look unlikely to bring improvement. The Research Data Act in Germany will likely not 

remove legal obstacles, e.g. related to data protection issues. The exact nature of the 

“Microdata Center” mentioned in the first draft-law remains elusive. The German 

 
1 https://www.dfg.de/resource/blob/331950/85717c3edb9ea8bd453d5110849865d3/fachsystematik-
2024-2028-en-data.pdf  

https://www.dfg.de/resource/blob/331950/85717c3edb9ea8bd453d5110849865d3/fachsystematik-2024-2028-en-data.pdf
https://www.dfg.de/resource/blob/331950/85717c3edb9ea8bd453d5110849865d3/fachsystematik-2024-2028-en-data.pdf
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Government’s Data Strategy2 has stressed that Research Data Centers are well positioned 

to profit from the increasing amount of administrative data that are likely to become 

available. KonsortSWD services therefore will need to continue to assist researchers with 

the complexities surrounding sensitive data. Against this backdrop KonsortSWD defines 

three broad aims for the second funding period: 

A. consolidate services that enjoy a high reputation, 

B. make RDM a natural part of the research process in our communities, and 

C. advance “OneNFDI”. 

These aims we plan to achieve first and foremost by establishing services that generate 

demonstrable benefits for our communities and by preparing them for sustainable operation. 

Establishing KonsortSWD and NFDI as known and reliable sources for RDM services in our 

communities is a priority. Our efforts to automate and standardise RDM in our disciplines will 

increase the scalability of services, e.g. by expanding the scope of the FDI Committee to 

further data-stakeholders. We aim to strengthen connections with other domains through 

joint approaches to multi-disciplinary use cases and by facilitating the integration of 

Base4NFDI basic services. Additionally, we are widening our portfolio for RDM training to 

expand the competencies of researchers and RDM professionals alike. We are also refining 

quality criteria for services as well as for data, and deepening our connections to junior 

researchers and third-party funded projects with RDM needs. We will continue RatSWD 

(German Data Forum; for community integration), the FDI Committee (for data integration), 

and our governance for service integration as the three cornerstones of a viable long-term 

organisational model. Furthermore, we are strategically extending our national and 

international networks, particularly the European Open Science Cloud (EOSC). 

To be well positioned to implement these aims and to adapt to further developments in the 

NFDI process, we will set up our work program in the following task areas: community 

integration, data integration, service and process integration, NFDI and international 

integration, sustainability, and governance. 

 
2 Presse- und Informationsamt der Bundesregierung. (2021). Data Strategy of the Federal German 

Government: An innovation strategy for social progress and sustainable growth. 
https://www.bundesregierung.de/resource/blob/992814/1950610/bf3dac46be741dfd4616cb56ff4e5f20
/datenstrategie-der-bundesregierung-englisch-download-bpa-data.pdf?download=1  

https://www.konsortswd.de/en/about/ratswd/
https://www.konsortswd.de/en/about/fdi-committee/
https://www.bundesregierung.de/resource/blob/992814/1950610/bf3dac46be741dfd4616cb56ff4e5f20/datenstrategie-der-bundesregierung-englisch-download-bpa-data.pdf?download=1
https://www.bundesregierung.de/resource/blob/992814/1950610/bf3dac46be741dfd4616cb56ff4e5f20/datenstrategie-der-bundesregierung-englisch-download-bpa-data.pdf?download=1
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Brief description of the proposed use of existing infrastructures, tools and services that are 

essential in order to fulfil the planned consortium’s objectives 

KonsortSWD will continue to build substantially on the Research Data Centres (see 

participants but also at co- applicant institutions) accredited by RatSWD (German Data 

Forum) for data provision, curation, and related consulting services. This network provides a 

wealth of data often not primarily created for scientific purposes. It also, and crucially, makes 

them available despite the legal and ethical challenges related to sensitive data. Beyond 

that, our community has a number of RDM-related services that are part of KonsortSWD and 

are well-established in our data landscape, chiefly the data repositories at DIPF, GESIS, and 

ZPID. For PIDs we will continue to use ZBW’s and GESIS’s da|ra service as well as 

DataCite. Qualiservice at Bremen University will continue to provide its unique expertise on 

Qualitative RDM. Our Helpdesk will use GWDG’s ticket system. We add Verbund 

Forschungsdaten Bildung with its consultation and data processing services as a new 

element to our activities.  

KonsortSWD will also continue to build on existing R-libraries to support RDM. 

KonsortSWD will furthermore continue to build on RatSWD’s existing infrastructure of 

several community-based coordination committees that focus on specific phases throughout 

the data lifecycle. Data users and producers use these committees to pool and develop their 

expertise on the implementation and provision of research data infrastructures with the long-

term aim of safeguarding and continuously improving the findability, accessibility, 

interoperability, and re-usability of research data. 

Interfaces to other NFDI consortia: brief description of existing agreements for collaboration 

and/or plans for future collaboration 

KonsortSWD is committed to furthering cross-consortial activities to integrate NFDI beyond 

existing disciplinary and methodological boundaries. To this end we will, together with other 

consortia, dedicate resources to identifying and resolving multi-disciplinary use cases 

(MDUC)3. We have already established such use cases with NFDI4Biodiversity, and Text+. 

We are furthermore part of an initiative to foster MDUC initiated by FairAgro. Beyond that, 

we will cooperate with select other consortia on sustainable business models for our and 

 
3
 Ebert, B., Domisch, S., Henzen, C., Linares, J., Mozygemba, K., Miller, B., Seeger, B., & Seegert, J. (2023). 

When Data Crosses Borders – Join Forces!: Multidisciplinary Use Cases Within NFDI. Proceedings of the 
Conference on Research Data Infrastructure, 1. https://doi.org/10.52825/cordi.v1i.341 

https://doi.org/10.52825/cordi.v1i.341
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NFDI services. Concrete interfaces furthermore exist to BERD@NFDI, GHGA, and 

NFDI4Earth with whom we (will) jointly develop services. With NFDI4DataScience we 

collaborate on FAIR Assessment and PIDs. Through NFDI-wide activities, our engagement 

in Section ELSA and Task Force Evaluation and Reporting in particular, we have 

outstanding avenues of communication into many consortia, which lend themselves to shape 

future joint RDM initiatives.  

KonsortSWD considers universal access to common services as critical for the underpinning 

of efficient data sharing activities in the social, behavioural, educational and economic 

sciences4 and a complementary activity to the development of our own discipline-relevant 

tools and services. KonsortSWD thus welcomes the Base4NFDI objective of harnessing the 

potential of existing networks to create common services to support RDM in the 

KonsortSWD disciplines and is committed to support the emerging Base4NFDI services5 

and, where relevant, for our consortium to engage with and use the emerging Base4NFDI 

services.  

4 International and national networking 

The Research Data Centers (RDC) at the heart of KonsortSWD hold and provide access to 

data that are indispensable to research in our disciplines. This network and its data 

furthermore, have remained central even with the emergence of new data types. This is 

because it covers academic and non-academic institutions with unparalleled high-quality 

data: the Federal Statistical Office, the German Pension Insurance, the Federal Office for 

Migration and Refugees to name just some providers of administrative data within 

KonsortSWD’s national network. It is complemented by leading methodological and RDM 

expertise from academic institutions ranging from economics (ifo) to psychology (Leibniz-

Psychology, ZPID) and from quantitative text analysis (University Duisburg-Essen) to 

qualitative data (University Bremen).  

Beyond this, our national network comprises all major academic associations 

(Fachgesellschaften) in our disciplines. They actively contribute to our network by 

nominating members to RatSWD and by participating in the tri-annual election of RatSWD. 

Taking up an institution-centric perspective, partners in KonsortSWD are involved in a 

number of Fachinformationsdienste (Special Information Services) that contribute to RDM in 

 
4
 German Council for Scientific Information Infrastruktures: Enhancing Research Data Management: 

Performance through Diversity. Recommendations regarding structures, processes, and financing for research 

data management in Germany, Göttingen 2016. 
5 https://base4nfdi.de/projects 

https://base4nfdi.de/projects


14 
 

our disciplines, ranging from anthropology to sociology. Our co-applicants are also active 

partners in other NFDI consortia, BERD@NFDI, and NFDI4DataScience. Our participants 

are linked to many more Member institutions of KonsortSWD currently also make up a 

majority of members of LeibnizData, a research network in the Leibniz Association that 

bundles among others, interdisciplinary services for data management. 

We complement our national network by international ties. Most of these come through our 

partners, most notably, our partners are central to all three ERICs in our disciplines (ESS, 

SHARE and CESSDA). Standards, like CESSDAs thesaurus (ELLST), shape RDM in 

KonsortSWD. Through our partner ZBW, we align ourselves to developments in EOSC. 

Beyond that KonsortSWD actively builds networks to similar national infrastructure consortia, 

e.g. in the Netherlands (ODISSEI), France (PRODEGO), and in Sweden (CORS). WIth 

these partners we seek to exchange information, promote our services and potentially adapt 

other solutions. 

RatSWD and multiple co-applicant and participant institutions are members in RDA and 

often participate actively in its activities. 

  

https://www.leibniz-gemeinschaft.de/en/research/leibniz-research-networks/leibnizdata
https://www.europeansocialsurvey.org/about-ess
https://share-eric.eu/
https://www.cessda.eu/
https://elsst.cessda.eu/
https://odissei-data.nl/nl/
https://www.progedo.fr/
https://cors.se/en/widget-en/



