
01 February 2024
Decision on draft proposals by 

Committee of Experts

15 December 2022 
Call for draft proposals

01 February 2023 
Deadline

letters of intent for draft 
proposals

31 May 2023 
Deadline

draft proposals

29 January 2024 
Deadline

letters of intent 
for renewal proposals

15 April 2024 
Deadline

letters of intent for 
new proposals

22 August 2024
Deadline
Proposals

22 May 2025
Funding decision by 

Excellence Commission

End of August to mid-
November 2023

Draft proposal review

Beginning of October 2024 
to mid-February 2025 

Proposal review

Clusters of Excellence funding line

Universities of Excellence funding line

20
25

20
26

10 + 11 March 2026
Assessment of evaluation results by 

Committee of Experts and 
submission of a recommendation to the 

Excellence Commission

28 March 2024
Call for new 
proposals

22 May 2025
Funding decision EXC by 
Excellence Commission 

01 August 2025
Deadline

self-assessment report*

12 November 2025
Deadline

new proposals**

29 September to 02 October 2026
Funding decision on 

new proposals by Excellence 
Commission

End of September to December 2025
On-site visits evaluation process

April to June 2026
On-site visits

new proposals process

20
27

Legend

 = Clusters of Excellence (EXC) 
funding line

 = New proposals – Universities of 
Excellence (EXU) funding line

 = Evaluation – Universities of 
Excellence (EXU) funding line

20
23

20
24

20
26

01 January 2027
Start of funding EXU

20
25

01 January 2026
Start of funding EXC

09 + 10 September 2024
Information events
on the funding line

27 June 2025
Deadline

letters of intent
for new proposals

* Further information on the cut-off deadline can be found in the guidelines for evaluation.
** Further information on the cut-off deadline can be found in the proposal template.
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