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The German Research Foundation (DFG)

Our organisation

The DFG is the largest independent research funding

Humanities and

Social Sciences

€345.1 million
(16.7%)

N e

Engineering Sciences
€443.7 million
(21.5%)

organisation in Germany.

itis an ASSOCIAatioN under German private law.

itserves all branches of science and the humanities by

/ \

funding research projects and faciitating

cooperation among researchers.

Budget 2015 approx.
It encourages the advancement and training of early-career J PP

researchers. 2,8 billion EUR
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The German University Landscape
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The German extra-university institutions

EhG | 66 institutes

Fraunhofer Gesellschaft

WWwW | ressort
forschung|de

43 institutes

/ﬁ' HELMHOLTZ 18 institutes
| GEMEINSCHAFT

92 institutes 5
Leibniz Association

80 institutes

MAX-PLANCR-CEZELLSCHAFT
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Funding Instruments

International
cooperation/ Infrastructure
contacts

Research
Careers

Individual el Funding Programmes sl Coordinated
Grants Programmes

» Research Grants | Research Units
» One‘s own

position Prizes

Priority Programmes

Collaborative Research C.

> Research fellowship DFG Research Centres

» Emmy Noether Gottfried Wilhelm Leibniz Prize

Excellence Clusters

» Heisenberg Heinz-Maier Leibnitz Prize

Graduate Schools

@ch Training @
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Science Career Development

| woTEREA

L OAYEERS |

Aims
» Attract outstanding young researchers '
» Provide talents with first class

working conditions

» Pave the way to independent careers at an early stage

Realisation

» Offer flexible funding instruments to meet the specific requirements of
young researchers

» Induce beneficial structures within the research system

» Special attention to: scientific excellence, individual careers
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DFG Funding Opportunities

For Early Career Researchers

Achieving Preparing for a Professorship or
Doctorate . eligibility for scientific mgmt. other scientific
period tenure position mgmt. position

Postdoc
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Research Training Groups (RTGS)

Structured PhD training

D e B
» Thematically focused interdisciplinary research and '
study programs at universities
» 5-10 faculty; 10-15 PhD students; 1-2 PostDocs,
selected undergraduates

» Regular supervision of PhD students; mentoring
p rog ram 20 Years of Research Training Groups

Pt i for Bew Doctoral CuHures:
Innovative, Ineractve, Internabonal

» Tailor-made study program; large scope for student
initiatives, mobility period at universities abroad,

conferences; summer schools

» Three-year stipends or positions for PhD candidates,
open internationally

» Currently ca. 235 RTGs funded: www.dfg.de/gk/en/
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http://www.dfg.de/gk/en/

The International Dimension of Research Training Groups

» International students are welcome to apply for fellowships:
e ca. 30% international PhD students
e over 40% international Postdocs

» Most RTGs offer their program in English

» International guest scientists

» Support for international exchange of senior
and junior scientists

» Program variety: International Research Training Groups
e Joint international research training at centers of excellence

e Jointly proposed by a research group at a German university and a partner
group at a university abroad

e Joint research and study program

e Joint supervision
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235 Research Training Groups

By scientific discipline (2015)

Engineering Sciences Humanities and
39 = 16.6% Social Sciences
72 = 30.6%

™ /

Australia; 1_
USA;6__ _Beaail; 1

Republic of Korea; 1

Canada: B
Natural Sciences Life Sciences Sweden; 2 . h
68 = 28.9% 56 = 23.8% e
Russian Federation; 2 _
* New and ongoing Research Units per year: 235 B =
b
Poland/Czechia;1__ |
_ CanadafUsa; 1
Netherlands/
Nomvay; 1
_ Chana; &
-

Hetherlands; 2~

e __ Denrmark; 1
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Japan; 3 { e
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International Research Training Groups

Japan

» Deep Earth Volatile Cycles
(IRTG 2156, U Bayreuth — U Tohoku)

» Selectivity in Chemo- and Biokatalysis
(IRTG 1628, RWTH Aachen — U Osaka)

» Mathematical Fluid Dynamics
(IRTG 1529, U Darmstadt — U Waseda)

» Transformations of Civic Society. Japan and
Germany in Comparative Perspective
(IRTG 1456, U Halle — U Tokyo; completed)

» Complex Functional Systems in Chemistry:
Design, Development and Applications
(IRTG 1143, U Munster — U Nagoya; completed)
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Research Training Groups

Do your PhD under optimal conditions

e I b
» Who? PhD students

(also positions for Postdocs!)
» Where? At a German university
» How long? For a maximum of 3 years
» How much? Position (approx. 5.275 € / month before tax)

or

Fellowship (max. 1365 € / month) f your career

+ lump sum for materials (103 €),
+ childrens allowance (if applicable)

» How to apply? To the RTG/IRTG
(list of RTGs: www.dfg.de/gk)
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DFG Funding Opportunities
For Early Career Researchers

| Postdoc Achieving Preparing for a Professorship or
Doctorate iod eligibility for scientific mgmt.
perio tenure

other scientific
position

mgmt. position

Student assistant fel:::)c\)/\?;trlfi); i?lran
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Student assistant Position in a
in a DFG project l DFG project
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Project based DFG funding

Individual Grants Program S’;"’".*;'al tho"'Sand

» The most flexible funding program 3 in DF;‘;"Q rese ar(g,OSitio,-,S
Research Units POsition, . - de p,.ojee s

» Close, medium-term cooperation between several Pri”Ciple > ad rtis t

outstanding scientists in a special research project
with the goal of achieving findings which extend beyond the
scope of individual funding

Priority Programs

» To advance knowledge in an emerging field of research through collaborative
networked support over several locations

Collaborative Research Centers

» Interdisciplinary centers of excellence at universities
Excellence Initiative

» Clusters of Excellence & Graduate Schools
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Scientific Collaborator in a Research Project

Shared work, shared responsibility

» Who? PhD students and Postdocs
» Where? At a German research institute
» How long? Depends on project duration

» How much? Salaried position
Share of consumables,
personnel, equipment

or
Fellowship (in some Graduate Schools)

» How to apply? Announcement of positions by Pls
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Have your own Research Group in Germany
with DFG's Emmy Noether Program




DFG Funding Opportunities

For Early Career Researchers

Achieving Preparing for a Professorship or
Doctorate . eligibility for scientific mgmt. other scientific
period tenure position mgmt. position
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Emmy Noether Program

D e B

Purpose

» To allow researchers to achieve early independence

» To (re-)attract outstanding early career researchers
from abroad

» to enable them to qualify for a university teaching
career by leading their own independent junior
research group

Eligibility

» Excellent scientific achievements

» significant international experience and visibility

» within two to four years (six years for medicine) after
obtaining their doctorates

www.dfg.de/emmy_noether
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Emmy Noether Program

Fast track to a professorship

» Who? Very well qualified Postdocs

» Where? At a German research institute
(host becomes employer)

» How long? 5 years

» How much? Salaried position (approx. € 81.600
p.a. before tax)
+ consumables,

+ personnel,
+ travel costs etc.

» How to apply? To the DFG
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Who is eligible for funding?

The main selection criteria include

D e B
» applicants’ scientific qualifications

» project quality (originality, expected knowledge gain,
etc.)

» research objectives and work programme

» employment opportunities and scientific environment

» feasibility of the proposal with regard to funding and
staffing resources
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How are young researchers promoted?

According to a clear and transparent process

Proposal -—-——— L I
I Furtherinquiries
= Formal examination

|
—p> Reviewer selection I

——p Draft of funding recommendation

|
|
confidential e

DFG Head Office

p—) Communication of funding recommenda

=% Decision letter,
Reviewers' recommendations

Notification
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DFG Funding Opportunities

Emmy Noether Program

Number of new Emmy Noether independent junior research groups
by scientific discipline 2012 to 2015

2012 26 20 58

‘

2013 17 20 7 48
2014 32 20 11 70
2015 29 23 < 63
0 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80
= Humanities and Social Sciences m Life Sciences
m Natural Sciences ® Engineering Sciences

In total 329 Emmy Noether Groups currently running
(received 71.4 Mio. EUR in 2015)
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DFG Funding Opportunities
Emmy Noether annual meetings
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The Research Careers-Area at
www.dfg.de/en/research_funding/research_careers

Adresse @ http:ffwwanen. dfg.defenfresearch_funding/principles_fundingfresearch_careersfindes.html
7

. 2 elan A Gepris | A REx A DFGScience TV | A Exin TY < Press | 2 Contact | 2 Sitemap Dreutsch
=

DF Deutsche
Forschungsgemeinschaft

R

(), Entersearchterm =

ore

i The online edition of the DFG
Research Funding ¥ou are here: Hame > Funding = Principles > Research Caresrs Magazine provides additional
................................................................... infarmation on research
careers.

= Principles of DFG Funding % DFG Magazine

International Cooperation Researc h Careers

Student Assistants The OFG has identified the education and advancement of ywoung scientists

Dioctoral Research and academics as ane of its priority tasks.

Assistants ) ) . } )
................................................................... Outstanding science and research need creative people and innowative

Research Assistants ideas, This is why the DFG's funding programmes places particular emphasis
................................................................... o SUpporting yoLng researchers, Based on academic excellnce, fexible
------------------------------------------------------------------- funding instruments are talored to meet the specific needs of young

................................................................... scientists and academics, thereby enabling them to pursue their research
Knowledge Transfer caraers.
................................................................... ]
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For more Information

www.dfg.de/en/research_funding/research_careers/
Overview of DFG funding programmes for young researchers

www.dfg.de/en/research_funding/research_careers/first_proposal
Useful tips and tricks for writing a grant proposal

www.dfg.de/en/service/career_opportunities/positions_dfg_funded _
projects/
Positions in DFG funded projects

www.dfg.de/gepris
Database on DFG funded projects

www.dfg.de/rex
Research directory for Germany

If you have general questions about funding opportunities at DFG email
to: info-nachwuchs@dfg.de
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I Important me

Saiki.Hase@dfg.de
Tel.: +81 (3) 3589 2508

hank

you for
your

attention/!

www.dfg.de/jp/index.jsp

- — DFG
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