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Cooperation Agreement

on Implementing the DFG Code of Conduct

“Guidelines for Safeguarding Good Research Practice”

between

— hereinafter referred to as “Institution” —

and

— hereinafter referred to as “Cooperation Partner” —

[Translator’s note: This is the English translation of an original German legal text. In the
event of a discrepancy, the German text shall prevail.]

Preliminary Remarks
IS

The has implemented the DFG Code of Conduct “Guide-
lines for Safeguarding Good Research Practice” in a legally binding manner through

Due to ,
the Institution is unable to fully implement the DFG Code of Conduct under its own responsi-
bility. The Parties therefore conclude this Cooperation Agreement in order to enable the
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Institution to implement the DFG Code of Conduct by affiliating itself with the implementation
carried out by the Cooperation Partner.

This Agreement governs the applicable rules of good research practice, access to ombudsper-
sons and the procedure in cases of suspected scientific misconduct.

Article 1 Application of the Rules of Good Research Practice

(1) The Institution recognises as binding upon itself the most current version of the Cooperation
Partner’s rules for safeguarding good research practice. The set of rules is

(2) Recognition pursuant to (1) includes the rules of good research practice, the provisions
governing the ombuds system and the provisions governing the procedure in cases of sus-
pected scientific misconduct. To the extent that individual provisions cannot be applied directly
by the Institution due to its organisational structure or constitutional structure, they shall apply
mutatis mutandis in accordance with this Agreement.

(3) Responsibilities assigned under the set of rules referred to in (1) to the management, stat-
utory bodies, committees or administrative units of the Cooperation Partner shall be exercised
by the respective competent bodies of the Institution, unless otherwise provided in this Agree-
ment.

(4) The Institution shall require persons engaged in research activities within its sphere of re-
sponsibility, as well as personnel involved in research activities or procedures under this
Agreement, to comply with the rules of good research practice, in particular through

(5) The Cooperation Partner shall inform the Institution of amendments to the rules referred to
in (1). The Institution shall ensure that the persons bound pursuant to (4) are informed of
amendments to the applicable rules.

Article 2 Ombudspersons and Access to the Ombuds Procedure

] Institution’s own ombudspersons

(1) The Institution shall appoint its own ombudspersons to whom the persons referred to in
Article 1 (4) may turn with questions concerning good research practice and suspected scien-
tific misconduct.

(2) The Institution shall appoint at least two ombudspersons who shall act as substitutes for
one another in cases of potential conflict of interest or incapacity.

(3) Alongside access to the local ombudspersons, it shall be possible to contact the nationwide
Ombuds Committee for Research Integrity in Germany, whose contact details shall be availa-
ble on the website of the Institution.
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1  Cooperation Partner's ombudspersons

(1) The Cooperation Partner’'s ombudspersons shall also be available to the persons referred
to in Article 1 (4). They may be consulted on questions concerning good research practice and
suspected scientific misconduct.

(2) In cases of potential conflict of interest or incapacity, the substitution arrangements set out
in the Cooperation Partner’s rules shall apply mutatis mutandis.

(3) Alongside access to the local ombudspersons, it shall be possible to contact the nationwide
Ombuds Committee for Research Integrity in Germany, whose contact details shall be availa-
ble on the website of the Institution.

Article 3 Procedure in Cases of Suspected Scientific Misconduct

1  Cooperation Partner’s investigating commission

(1) The Cooperation Partner’'s commission for the investigation of suspected cases of scientific
misconduct shall also be responsible for investigating suspected cases of scientific misconduct
at the Institution.

(2) Where allegations of scientific misconduct are made against persons referred to in
Article 1 (4), the procedure shall be governed by the most current version of the Cooperation
Partner’s rules. Responsibilities assigned under those rules to the management, statutory bod-
ies, committees or administrative units of the Cooperation Partner shall be exercised by the
respective competent bodies of the Institution, unless otherwise provided in this Agreement.

(3) The Institution shall support the Cooperation Partner’s investigating commission in con-
ducting the procedure.

(4) Upon completion of the procedure, the Institution shall be provided with the decision to
discontinue the procedure, the investigation report and any other documents required for the
exercise of its responsibilities.

L1  Institution’s investigating commission

(1) The Institution shall establish its own commission for the investigation of suspected cases
of scientific misconduct.

(2) Where allegations of scientific misconduct are made against persons referred to in
Article 1 (4), the procedure shall be governed by the most current version of the Cooperation
Partner’s rules, unless otherwise provided in this Agreement.

(3) The Institution's commission shall perform the functions of the investigating commission
designated as competent under the Cooperation Partner's rules. Responsibilities assigned to
the management, statutory bodies, committees or administrative units of the Cooperation Part-
ner shall be exercised by the respective competent bodies of the Institution.

(4) To the extent that measures are to be considered following a finding of scientific miscon-
duct, such measures shall be assessed and implemented by the competent bodies of the In-
stitution.
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Article 4 Publication, Entry Into Force and Termination

(1) The Institution shall make known to its members and affiliates, in an appropriate manner,
the applicable rules of good research practice, the names and contact details of the competent
ombudspersons, the competent body for procedures in cases of suspected scientific miscon-
duct and access to the Ombuds Committee for Research Integrity in Germany, in particular via

(2) This Agreement shall enter into force on . Itis concluded for an indefinite period.

(3) This Agreement may be terminated by either Party for good cause.

(4) In the event of termination of this Agreement, the Institution shall inform the DFG without
undue delay and shall ensure that the DFG Code of Conduct continues to be implemented.
Article 5 Declaration Vis-a-Vis the DFG

The Parties declare to the DFG that the application of the rules of good research practice,
access to the ombuds procedure and the procedure in cases of suspected scientific miscon-
duct as governed by this Agreement are binding upon them.

For For
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Further Optional Areas of Regulation

Privacy Policy

(1) The Parties shall comply with the applicable data protection legislation when processing
personal data.

(2) To the extent that the performance of this Agreement requires the conclusion of a separate
data protection agreement, in particular pursuant to Article 26 or Article 28 GDPR, the Parties
shall conclude such an agreement before commencing the relevant processing.

(3) The Parties shall ensure that personal data is processed only insofar as this is necessary
for the performance of this Agreement, the provision of advice on matters of good research
practice or procedures in cases of suspected scientific misconduct.

Confidentiality

(1) The Parties shall treat as confidential any information that becomes known to them in con-
nection with the performance of this Agreement and whose confidentiality is expressly desig-
nated or is apparent from the nature of the information. This applies in particular to information
arising from ombuds activities or procedures in cases of suspected scientific misconduct or
concerning persons involved, research information and the internal affairs of the Parties.

(2) Confidential information may be processed, used or disclosed only to the extent necessary
for the performance of this Agreement, the provision of advice on matters of good research
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practice, the conduct of procedures in cases of suspected scientific misconduct or compliance
with statutory obligations.

(3) The Parties shall ensure that persons engaged for the performance of this Agreement are
already subject to confidentiality obligations, are bound by a statutory duty of confidentiality or
are required to maintain confidentiality.

(4) The confidentiality obligations shall not apply where the relevant information is publicly
known, becomes publicly known without breach of this Agreement, has been lawfully obtained
from third parties or must be disclosed pursuant to statutory obligations or an administrative or
judicial order.

(5) The confidentiality obligations shall continue to apply after termination of this Agreement.

Payment of Costs

(1) For the performance of this Agreement, the Cooperation Partner shall charge the Institution
a fee. The fee shall amount to € per

(2) Additional costs, in particular for obtaining external expertise, translations, travel or other
special expenses, shall be reimbursed only if the Parties have agreed this in advance in text
form.

Liability

(1) The Parties shall conduct their cooperation with the degree of care that they customarily
apply in comparable matters of their own.

(2) The liability of the Parties shall be governed by the statutory provisions unless the Parties
agree otherwise.

(3) Any differing liability arrangements shall be reserved for a separate agreement between
the Parties.
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