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The 4th Annual Funding Agency President's Meeting was held on Monday 7th 

October 2013, with the participation of the heads of 32 funding agencies from 

around the world who met to share their experiences and thoughts in open 

discussion of issues of common interest and concern in Science and Technology 

promotion, thereby facilitating and enhancing networking and cooperation among 

the funding agencies. Discussion centered on the following topics: 

 

1. Basic vs. Applied Research 

The FAPM asserts that there is a need to consider and respond to increasing 

political and social influences on the activities of funding agencies. Despite the fact 

that basic research is the engine that drives new discoveries and major scientific 

advances, there remains a strong political necessity to respond to the needs of 

society and feed back significant results from applied research. Although in some 

systems these two crucial functions are dealt with in different institutions, it is vital 

that funding agencies' decision making upholds the necessary balance between 

basic and applied research. 

 

2. The Need for Multidisciplinarity 

The major global challenges faced today cannot be tackled by researchers from any 

one discipline alone. Rather, multidisciplinary approaches are essential and funding 

agencies should continue to consider and develop instruments to support such 

multidisciplinary initiatives and collaboration between the sciences, social sciences 

and humanities. 

 

3. The Importance of Researcher Networking and Circulation 

An integrated, international network among researchers is recognised as being a 

fundamental component in the pursuit of global science and technology innovation. 

Supporting researchers to work and build relationships abroad can have a 

beneficial impact disproportionate to the relatively small initial investment 

required, so funding agencies should continue to prioritise such schemes. In some 

developing countries however, it can be difficult to attract researchers to return 



after a period abroad, so measures must be considered to ensure that researcher 

mobility is not only in one direction. 

 

4. The Importance of Networks among Projects 

Networks should also be established among individual projects, as by maintaining 

systems of communication and exchange of relevant project information, research 

gaps and potential synergies can be identified to better guide the future directions 

of research and to avoid duplication of effort. 

 

5. Prompt Response to Emergencies 

In response to natural disasters and emergency situations, funding agencies must 

themselves be resilient and flexible enough to promptly build and effectively 

support partnerships when most needed, and to fulfill several important roles: 1). 

To rapidly pool knowledge and resources to pour into research targeting alleviation 

of the most pressing needs in affected areas; 2). To enable the continuity of research 

endeavors that may have been interrupted by the emergency situation, by providing 

for alternative facilities or supporting temporary exchanges; 3). To be suitably 

prepared to take action, as appropriate and in a timely manner, in response to the 

scientific opportunities for exceptional research that are presented by such 

emergency situations. 

 

6. The Importance of Continued Interaction among Funding Agencies 

Frequent communication and interaction among funding agencies is invaluable to 

overcoming obstacles to international collaboration. Mutual interchange of best 

practice and standardisation of procedures reduces administrative burden and 

streamlines collaborative efforts, resulting in more effective cooperation. Temporary 

exchange of staff among funding agencies can lead to lasting impact on ways of 

thinking. 

 

7. The Possibilities of Cross-Border Support 

Allowing for research funding to cross-borders, while not a common practice, would 

greatly reduce the significance of barriers to collaboration and so should be carefully 

considered by funding agencies in future international frameworks. 

 


