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Discussions
The Third Funding Agency Presidents’ Meeting (FAPM) was held on October 8, 2012 in Kyoto on the
occasion of the Ninth Annual Meeting of the Science and Technology in Society (STS) forum to share
and discuss common experiences and to enhance networking and cooperation among the funding
agencies. Total 26 representatives of funding agencies from 19 countries participated in the meeting,
which was co-chaired by Professor Dr.-Ing. Matthias Kleiner, President of the Deutsche
Forschungsgemeinschaft (DFG, German Research Foundation), and Dr. Michiharu Nakamura,
President of the Japan Science and Technology Agency (JST).
The three main discussion topics were
(1) Role of Funding Agencies in Securing Scientific Integrity and Ethical Behavior of Scientists
(2) Importance of Open Access to Scientific Data
(3) Scientific Oriented Funding (Curiosity Driven) and Policy Oriented Funding
There is an increasing demand for discussion on "Research Integrity" and "Open Access" among the
scientific communities worldwide. The second FAPM in 2011 made obvious that funding agencies
need to discuss how to deal with such basic questions and issues. -Therefore, FAPM-participants highly
acknowledged the opportunity for discussion which FAPM and Global Research Council1provide. The
following major points were raised during the meeting:

Discussion Topic (1)
Role of Funding Agencies in Securing Scientific Integrity and Ethical Behavior of Scientists
• How to deal with dual-use technology (technology which can be used for both peaceful and
military aims)
• How to support researchers to judge the legitimacy of their research activities
Participants recognized the necessity to deal with ethical aspects of R&D activities because of the big
impact if problems should occur. The responsibility for good academic behavior should be placed
primarily in the hands of the researchers themselves. For example, in terms of dual use technology
issues, researchers should recognize that their research could be applied to both civil use and military
purpose. In order to help researchers to make right decisions and encourage their recognition, a “code
of conduct” has to be defined by scientific academies, universities, research institutes and organizations.
Therefore, a “code of conduct” is the initiation point to enforce research integrity.
1

Global Research Council: Established by the initiative of Dr. Subra Suresh, Director of U.S. National Science Foundation
(NSF), in May 2012. The Council consists of major funding and research performing organizations worldwide which meet
in regional conferences to prepare joint statements on common challenges. Heads of many of these organizations meet
annually (Summit) to discuss and endorse the statements developed from these regional events.
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Under these circumstances, participants discussed the roles of funding agencies. First, the research
community should take over the responsibility of defining a “code of conduct” while funding agencies
should play a central role in promoting the “code of conduct since the real difficulty lies in its
implementation. Second, as globalization of R&D activities is accelerated, funding agencies should
share a general “code of conduct” in order to establish internationally accepted standards for scientific
ethical behavior. It was also noted that in an increasingly international academic environment, the
variation in ethical frameworks between different countries can lead to difficulties in the regulation of
ethical issues. The establishment of a database could be an efficient measure to achieve the goal of
sharing a common “code of conduct”. Furthermore, it could ensure that researchers who have been
discovered for scientific misconduct in one national research system cannot go on in the same wrong
way somewhere else.

Discussion Topic (2)
Importance of Open Access to Scientific Data
• Sharing best practices of open access to researcher or research project databases
• What is the role of the FAPM platform in promoting information sharing among funding agencies
It was agreed that open access is an important topic to be discussed on a global level. However, a
number of difficult hurdles need to be overcome to identify the most appropriate frameworks and
financial structures to achieve open access to scientific publications and research results.
Participants recognized there is no shortage of ideas for expanding the databases containing extensive
information in English on research, researchers, or on-going funded research projects. However, there
might be difficulties in countries whose official language is not English. These difficulties need to be
overcome because there is high global demand for sharing such data.
In terms of open access to publications, the fact that different situations exist in different countries and
that there are various interest groups, including academic communities as well as the publication
industry and libraries, makes open access issues more difficult to be solved. However, it is attractive
for researchers to reach leading journals by this option. Therefore, there is necessity to advance open
access. However, funding agencies may have to share a part of the costs for promoting open access,
especially that of publications. The Golden Road2 was discussed as an effective approach to achieve
this goal.
Discussion Topic (3)
Scientific Oriented (Curiosity Driven) Funding and Policy Oriented Funding
On the one hand, the discussion confirmed that both curiosity driven funding and policy oriented
funding are important and that they should be balanced adequately. There is no doubt that revolutionary
technologies result from fundamental research. On the other hand, since the expectations of society
towards innovation through R&D activities are rising, policy oriented funding, which promotes R&D

2

Golden Road: Open Access approach to encourage researchers to publish his/her article in an open access journal which
makes this article free to all readers worldwide. The publication costs have to be covered by the authors rather the readers.
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in accordance with high social needs, is also significant. Therefore, funding agencies need to maintain
their central role to keep the best balance between the two funding schemes.
When researchers choose R&D activities supported by policy oriented funding, they are skilled to
select the best approaches based on their fundamental S&T knowledge in order to achieve their given
goals. Thus, the researchers' curiosity is respected as well as significance. In addition, it was
emphasized that the influence of economic pressure should not lead to the reduction of support for
fundamental/basic research.
Beyond the agenda
Professor Kleiner raised – as he did in the last two years – the issue of financial contributions by
funding agencies on a voluntary basis to the STS forum. A note on this behalf was released accordingly.
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