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1. Background 

In line with the DFG and the NRF (hereafter referred to as the "Parties") Agreement on Scien-

tific Cooperation and its Joint Implementation Guidelines signed on 27 October 1999, the two 

Parties hereby agree to cooperate by supporting the training of postgraduate (i.e. doctoral) 

students in both countries. The training shall take place within the bilateral joint research pro-

jects established and implemented by both the German and South African researchers. These 

bilateral joint research projects shall offer doctoral students in both countries excellent oppor-

tunities to develop their competencies in the context of DFG's International Research Train-

ing Groups (IRTG). 

2. Description of IRTGs 

IRTGs are German structured training programmes that strive to strengthen bilateral partner-

ships through joint research, a joint qualification programme, cross-border supervision of doc-

toral students from partnering countries, and long-term coordinated and reciprocal exchange 

visits by doctoral students at respective partnering institutions. Their emphasis is to provide 

early career researchers with doctoral degrees within the framework of a focused research 

programme and a structured training programme that prepares them for the complexities of 

employment as scientists and/or academics. IRTGs can only be established by a university, 

university of technology or an equivalent higher education institution which has the legal right 

to confer doctoral degrees (hereafter referred to as Higher Education Institutions — "HEls"). 

3. Structure of the German/South African IRTGs 

The German/South Africa IRTGs will be jointly supported as follows: 

	

3.1. 	Applications will be open to all subject areas, and interdisciplinarity in joint projects 

will be encouraged. 

	

3.2. 	An International Research Training Group is run by two small teams of professors, 

one in Germany and one in South Africa. Each team has about 5 to 10 members 

with proven expertise both in the IRTG's main research topic and in providing out-

standing supervision to doctoral students. The participating researchers' expertise 

at the two locations should be complementary and provide added value to the In-

ternational Research Training Group. 
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3.3. 	Each team of professors in an IRTG should be based at a single HEI in Germany 

and South Africa respectively. In convincingly justified cases, an International Re-

search Training Group may be proposed by more than two HEIs. 

	

3.4. 	The German and South African teams in an IRTG jointly formulate a high quality 

and coherent research and training programme to be implemented on both sides. 

The teams should have common research interests and objectives and these must 

be reflected in a common framework and joint projects. 

3.5. IRTG Proposals may only be submitted to DFG and NRF by the respective host 

HEIs in Germany and South Africa. For every IRTG, one member of the team on 

each side serves as spokesperson who is responsible for the proposal and the sci-

entific coordination of the IRTG. This includes also responsibility for reporting to 

DFG and the NRF, respectively. 

	

3.6. 	The programme should provide for regular exchanges of academic staff and doc- 

toral students for the purposes of joint research and training. 

	

3.7. 	Doctoral students should spend a period of at least 6 months (and up to 1 year) in 

total during their PhD project at the respective partner institution for research and 

training, and each doctoral student should have both a German and a South African 

supervisor. 

	

3.8. 	Both, the German and the South African side, agree to fund about 10 to 15 doctoral 

researchers of the Research Training Group in parallel. 

4. Support and Funding Model for German/South African IRTGs 

	

4.1. 	Both DFG and the NRF will provide funding for IRTG project-specific costs incurred 

by their respective partner HEIs. In accordance with respective internal policies of 

DFG and the NRF, funds are provided for the following activities: 

• Funding for 3-year PhD positions/fellowships, 

• Project-specific funding for dissertation research projects (e.g. consumables), 

• Longer-term, coordinated and reciprocal research visits (one or more with an 

overall duration of 6-12 months) by doctoral students to the respective partner 

institutions, 

• Workshops, conferences and seminars, 

• Short-term visits by the research professors (i.e. supervisors), 

• Further types of funds according to the respective programme guidelines. 
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6.2. Renewal Proposals for GermanlSouth African IRTGs 

Renewal proposals shall also be submitted in parallel, by the German host university 

to DFG and by the South African coordinator/university to the NRF according to the 

dates set and through the mechanism defined by the Parties. 

6.3. Review and decision process 

For draft proposals, DFG will independently execute the review process according to 

the normal procedure for IRTGs. DFG will share the results of evaluations with the NRF. 

The NRF will agree to accept the outcome of the draft proposal stage and will invite 

only full proposals based on a positive evaluation by DFG. Full proposals and renewal 

proposals will be evaluated on site by joint DFG/NRF review panels. Each party will 

accept recommendations for participation of particular reviewers identified by the re-

spective other party. It is also mutually agreed that the sending party takes the respon-

sibility for covering the international travel and accommodation cost of the reviewers. 

7. Reporting and Renewal 

Funded programmes will provide annual financial reports on the usage of the funds to both 

DFG and the NRF, according to the respective institution's rules and regulations. Renewal 

proposals can be submitted according to the dates set by the Parties. Renewal proposals may 

also be submitted for review to determine future investments in the IRTG. 

8. Intellectual Property Rights 

The Parties have no claims on the intellectual property rights arising from the selected projects 

of the IRTGs. Rules and regulations regarding the results of work generated within the scope 

of the IRTG's (including inventions) shall be agreed upon between the scientific partners from 

the German and the South African sides prior to the funding of the specific IRTG. 

9. Promotion of the Collaboration 

Both DFG and the NRF will actively promote the collaboration to eligible HEIs and will deploy 

all appropriate measures for the information of applicants and the announcement of results. 
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10. 	Key Personnel 

Each Party shall appoint a designated professional who shall be authorised to act as a primary 

contact person in respect of each Party's obligations in terms of this framework of cooperation, 

and who will be responsible for coordinating the partnership and for issuing all approvals and 

make all requests on behalf of each Party. 

The implementation of this framework of cooperation shall come into force upon signature 

thereof and will remain in force for a period of 10 years. It may be amended or renewed upon 

the mutual consent of the Parties. Either Party may terminate this framework of cooperation 

any time prior to the lapse of the 10-year period by providing the other Party with a 6-months' 

written notice. 

The amendment or termination of this framework of cooperation will not affect activities already 

agreed upon and in progress at the time of the amendment or termination of the framework. 

Dr. Ulrike Eickh 

Head of Department, Coordinated 

Programmes and Infrastructure  

Dr. Aldo Stroebel, 

Executive Director, International Relations 

and Cooperation 

On behalf of Deutsche 

Forschungsgemeinschaft e.V. (DFG), 

Germany 

On behalf of the National Research 

Foundation (NRF), South Africa 

Date: -4  Date: 2o 5044. .1o1-1 
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